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21. — Literary and Social Judgments. By W. R. Gkeg. London: 
Trttbner & Co. 1868. 8vo. pp. 499. 

After a rather long silence, the able author of " The Creed of 
Christendom " again addresses the public in this volume of " Literary 
and Social Judgments," a collection of reviews which he has for 
several years been contributing to the periodical press. In this very 
entertaining and suggestive volume there is some Puritanism, — re- 
lieved by an occasional tendency to deal very irreverently with some 
of the Puritanical standards of morality, — some platitude, and some 
tediousness ; but, withal, a great deal of good sense, good humor, and 
good reasoning. There is an essay upon Chateaubriand, which is prob- 
ably the best analysis of the character of that arch-charlatan which 
has yet appeared in English : this, by the way, is not so high praise as 
it deserves. In a paper entitled " Truth vs. Edification," Mr. Matthew 
Arnold gets a well-deserved drubbing for his superficial treatment of 
Colenso. Mr. Carlyle and Mr. Kingsley are compared in an article 
which would be very satisfactory, were it not that by merely institut- 
ing such a comparison it insults Mr. Carlyle beyond all possibility of 
reparation. Modern French novelists are unsparingly, and for the most 
part effectively, denounced ; although here may be seen a little of the 
pious horror of an Englishman at the doings of his pagan neighbors 
across the Manche. " The False Morality of Lady Novelists " is in 
some respects the best paper in the book, and is decidedly unpuritan- 
ical and anti-conventional in its tone. Madame de Stael's admirers — 
and we believe there are some of them left — will enjoy the sixty pages 
devoted to her talents and troubles. The comparison of Tocqueville, 
as a political writer, to Machiavelli, may be pardoned, since it appears 
to have been suggested by feelings of personal admiration. For the 
" redundancy of women " an ingenious legislative cure is elaborately 
suggested ; and the genuine original Abolitionist may be edified, if not 
wholly pleased, by the essay on the " Doom of the Negro Pace." But, 
on the whole, the best article in the book — the one which comes near- 
est to being profound — is the one which shows that we Americans and 
English have not yet found the true summum bonum in giving up our 
best energies to "getting on in life." 



